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Staff, Volunteers and Facilitators
Ready for the New Year

On the 31 of January Teboho Trust
held a facilitator's meeting for the
Teboho Trust Saturday School
Academy. The meeting’s aim was at
briefing all the facilitators about our
achievements in the previous year
and about the plans on all our
activities for the new school year. It
was a pleasure seeing the
attendance from our supporters,
volunteers and staff. We want to
thank all that were present and we
have faith that this is the year we will
see tremendous growth and change.

Renovations at the Teboho Trust
Office

On the 12™ of January the Teboho
Trust staff was hard at work
changing the look of the Teboho
Trust office. The staff painted the
walls bright orange and yellow and
made more space for our children to
use the computer equipment. This
was an experience for the staff to
begin to see the new beginning of
the good things that will be
happening in the organization this
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year. We want to thank Thabiso
Maesela and David Rantho (Staff
members) for painting and
renovating the place so it can be a
welcoming environment for our
learners and supporters.

Our New Staff Members

Meet Tumi Maumakwe:

My name is Tumelo Maumakwe in
short (Tumi), I'm 17 years old turning
18 and currently a staff member at
Teboho Trust . | was born in

‘,; {;npmmm

Baragwaneth hospital in 1991 July
22 and I live in Soweto (Dube), | live
with my mother, grandmother, two
Aunts, my brother and my two
cousins. My father left my mom after
my brother was born; when | was
four years old and he just decided to
pitch when my brother and | grew up
knowing what exactly we want in life.



| finished my matric (high school) last
year in 2008 and | did exceptionally
well. I am planning to attend
university next year and have
decided to help out the Teboho Trust
organization with my skills in the
office. | have been in Teboho Trust
for close to three and half years now.
Back then, | was told about the
organization by one of the teachers
at the secondary school | attended —
Dr Beyers Naude Secondary School
— in 2006. Being part of Teboho
Trust as a learner has been a
wonderful experience to me.

In 2007 | was elected to be in the
judicial branch of the Teboho Trust
governing body and my duty was to
make final decisions on cases
brought to me and my the panel of
judges to discuss whether we find
the person guilty or not, based on
the evidence given. In 2008 | was
also elected as the deputy Minister
of Health, when later on was
presented with the position of the
Minister of Health which is the
Executive branch in the governing
body. My duties included to ensure
that people are well taken care of
regarding their wellness and give
health tips every time they meet
which is mostly on Saturdays. | have
also attended an intensive first aid
course and am now a qualified first
aid officer to Teboho Truslt and the
community at large. Teboho Trust
has helped me to become
academically strong and a good
leader. It is an excellent experience
to still be part of the leadership of the
Saturday School Academy even
TODAY.
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We as teens of the Teboho Trust
Saturday School Academy have had
many wonderful experiences at the
Trust like learning in many different
ways of participating in activities
regarding subjects we take. Teboho
Trust has made me realize that | am
who | choose to be based on my
cultural, physical, emotional, and
spiritual being. My dreams are to be
the most world recommended
Attorney and to have my own
boutique with clothes designed by
me. I've realized that being an
Attorney may help many people
based on stopping the crime just not
in South Africa as my country but the
world as a whole. Now | know that |
can make people’s lives even better
in the most productive and proactive
way.

Meet Veronica Mwale

My name is Veronica Mwale and |
am 18 years of age. | was born in
1990 December the 9™ I live in
Soweto at Orlando West on
Mampuru Street, | live with my mom,
two sisters, two brothers and | am

the last born.

My father passed away in 2003, |
was thirteen years old and was in
grade eight. Since my dad passed
away life was never been the same
because he was the only bread
winner, and my mom got sick every



now and then. After some time my
sister got a job and things got much
better, but then she became ill and
died in 2006. Things got worse
because my mom went to hospital
for six months and there was no one
to look after us, since then life has
just been like that. In every thing that
has happened, | haven't been my
self because I'm emotionally
disturbed and | have never spoken to
anyone about the losses of the most
important people in my life and since
then my performance at school has
never been the same.

| started attending the Teboho Trust
Saturday School Academy (TTSSA)
in 2007 when | was in grade 12 at
Orlando West Secondary school. |
was introduced to Mr. Bright by the
Ward Councilor of Orlando West. He
told me that | should come to
Phefeni Senior Secondary School
because that's were the Saturday
Schools is held. So | went there for
the first time and | was very happy
and scared at the same time
because | didn't know what to
expect. But everyone welcomed me
with open arms and | felt very
special. | didn’t even want the day to
be over. Since from that day | never
turned or looked back from the
Teboho Trust because | knew from
the first day that this is what | really
needed if | wanted to succeed and
have a bright future.

In this 21° century the youth of today
is very ignorant which leads them to
doing things that they will later
regret. Many teens are using drugs,
drinking alcohol and having unsafe
sex and therefore | had to take a
different route meaning that | had to
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choose which life | wanted to live
and where | want to be in life. The
organization was the best thing that
ever happened to me because it
gave me hope in life where | had lost
hope. The most important thing that |
like about the organization is that it
always makes sure that we think and
do things positively because a
positive mind leads to a positive
future. I've been with the Trust for
three years and now | am the
administrative manager at the
organization which is a very big step
and challenging at the same time, |
have learnt so much since I've been
in the organization and I'm still
learning more which is great
because knowledge is power.

When | have sorted out my identity
document | want to study law next
year, | always wanted to study law
since primary school because
growing up as a child, I encountered
many problems and challenges
within - my family. Without an
attorney, we never got the
information and help that we needed.
Since then, | felt that If | can be a
lawyer | will be able to help the
people who are facing the same
difficulties and problems which |
encountered. By doing that, I'll be
helping many people and helping to
change their lives for the better.

Orientation Day

On the 7" of February learners we
lined up in numbers ready to learn
and meet new friends. This was our
first day for the new school year and
everyone was very excited to start
working and doing what they do
best. This year we have more than



200 learners in the programme and
the best part of it is that we also
have full support from the learners’
parents / guardians. Most of the
moms, aunties and grannies are

assisting us in the programme in
preparing the nutritious lunch,
assisting with teachings and cleaning
up. The Saturday School Academy
has grown within the years and are
quite sure that we will also have a lot
of volunteers this year.

The New Cooking Team

Teboho Trust has built its capacity
within the years, and we have

increased the number of learners.
The Saturday School Academy has

been operational with limited
volunteers and preparing for lunch
was a strain. Now we have four
teams of people helping to prepare
meals for the Saturday School
Academy and other programmes
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We are especially grateful to the
following moms, aunties, grannies
and older sisters of our children: Ma
Thoko, Ma Caroline, Ma Zenzi, Ma
Jamina, Ma Tholakele and Ma lvy.
They make sure to serve our
children a nutritional hot meal. Thank
you to all for your assistance in
making a difference to the leaders of
tomorrow today.

Physical Training

On the 14" of February Thulisiwe an
expert physical education trainer
visited Teboho Trust. She gave the
learners a physical workout. The

g al

grade’s R-3 where quite humored by
the approach of training, as they ran
and stretched their body ligaments.
They really enjoyed it and wanted to
continue with the exercises all day.
All the learners of Teboho Trust had
great fun on this day and we hope
this can be done on a regular basis.
Our children were able to exercise
and it helped them to have fun and
distress.

Jazzy times at the Saturday
School Academy

On the 14™ of February an up and
coming alto sax jazz musician known
by Hlubi visited us. He blessed our
learners with songs from some of the



world’s greatest jazz musicians

including Kenny G and Grover

Washington. The children and teens

are not

familiar

with  jazz,

but found

the

impromptu

jazz

performanc

e delightful.

Many

marveled

at the

sounds

coming out

and how

the hands and mouth made such

beautiful music on the sax. The

artist himself is a very young and

talented young man and we are sure

that one day we’ll have to pay to

hear him play in concert. Hlubi, we

salute you and thank you for
inspiring the children and teens!

Poetry: Food for the Soul

On the 21 of February Miss Myisha
Jenkins a well known poet, writer
and author of poetry books visited
our Teboho Trust. She came to

teach our learners about poetry
literature. The main aim is to make
our children and teens aware of their
inner voice and the techniques to
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use in order to express themselves
on paper. The exercise was a slight
challenge to the learners, but with
the determination they have, they
managed to start writing and sharing
their pieces with everyone in the
class. As a result, the teens enjoyed
the experience and Myisha has
committed to visit us once a month
to host a series of poetry sessions.

Art therapy workshop

On the 21% and 22" of February
Teboho Trust learners and a staff
member were invited to an art
therapy workshop. The workshop
basically teaches people how to find
their inner person and find a way to
recognize inner capabilities by
knowing self. The programme was

well prepared as well as managed. It
was a two day session where
different age groups participated,
from teens to the elderly group aged
70. The weekend became an eye
opening to all people who were
participating and to  express
ourselves through art by painting and
using our hands on clay; it made us
realize that everyone is special in
their own way. We want to say
thank you to Miss Sharon for making
this workshop possible for us and we
are hopeful to incorporate such



workshops in our wellness sessions
with our children, teens and families.

New facilitators at the Saturday
School Academy

On the 7" of March we held an
orientation meeting for our new
volunteers  that facilitate the
academic tutorials at our Saturday
School Academy. This year our
programme as built a capacity of
professionals that want to help
achieve our goals and this
demonstrates that we are growing
and providing more resources for our
learners. Samke Zondo has played

a very major part in making this
possible, the people she has
organized are highly qualified young
professionals in fields such as
engineering, health, law, business,
accounting, design and others.
These professionals will be with
Teboho Trust for the next six
months. We are hopeful that we can
build a longer relationship with them
to help our children excel in their
subjects. As the Teboho Trust
organization we say thank you to all
that has taken their time to help us
build young minds to be successful.
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Parent / Guardian Meeting -
Taking Us to the Top

On the 14™ of March Teboho Trust
held a parent / guardian meeting.
This meeting was aimed at
introducing Teboho Trust to all,
share our achievements as well as
organize additional volunteers to

help with our programme and activity
needs. We also wanted to improve
communication with our parents /
guardians and establish a parent /
guardian advisory board to Teboho
Trust. Some of the parents /
guardians shared testimonies of how
their children / teens are excelling in
school and are model citizens now.
They thanked Teboho Trust for this
and are more supportive and hopeful
of the children. We are truly happy
to have the support of our parents /
guardians and are enjoying the
support.

EMS Educates our Children on
Being Safer Sowetans

On the 14™ of March our grade R -7
learners were invited to participate in
a workshop with the EMS
(Emergency Management Services).
The workshop was based on
learning on how not to burn. It
provided the learners with
awareness on what to do in case of



an emergency of fire. They were
taught who to call and what to do in
case of an emergency. Our grade R

— 7 were really empowered because
now they know elements of safety
that will help them their entire lives.
EMS will schedule other emergency
workshops for our children and the
children are looking forward to the
interactive workshops We thank the
EMS for providing this workshop!

Mr. Bright's Family Visits Teboho
Trust

On the 30" of March we were visited
by our executive director's family
(mom and sisters: Rita and Lillian)
and Carla Yarbrough a journalist
from the United States of America.

On this day the staff members and
the learners of the Teboho Trust
prepared a mini conference to talk
about the background of the
organization, its successes, its
present plans, challenges and future
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goals for the young people. The
learners welcomed the visitors very
well as they danced, sang and even
recited poetry to bless them. We
were very happy to see Mr. Bright's
family. Mr. Bright's family brought
many gifts for the children, including
wool and knitting needles so that the
children can make their own scarves
and bennie caps to keep warm in
winter.  During the week, Lillian
Bratton — Mr. Bright’s oldest sisters —
taught the children how to knit and
crochet. The children loved the
experience. Carla  Yarbrough
became aware of Teboho Trust from
the documentary — Blacks Without
Borders — and is keenly interested in
sharing our story with more people in
the USA. She’s planning to visit us
again in the near future to spend
more time documenting our story.
Carla also brought donations to
Teboho Trust from Karen McNell,
Beverly and Xavier Higgs, Mary
Mazza and Anne Marnic.. Thank
you for your gifts for the children.
We grateful appreciate your support.

Treasure Hunt at Teboho Trust
Office

On the 31 of March the Teboho
Trust Management team and the
EMS team held a treasure hunt for
the Teboho Trust Learners. This
activity was aimed at teaching the
grade 7 — 12 about fire safety (Learn
not to burn). They had a workshop
and thereafter assembled into
groups to start the challenge. The
hunt consisted of five pit points that
led back to the centre for the final
prize. Each pit point had its own task
before they could proceed to the
next point (e.g. the last pit point was



situated at Ubuntu Kraal and every
team had to answer a question

based on the fire workshop and had
to run a kilometer and come back).
The treasure hunt was a huge
success as the learners learnt a lot
about team building, communication,
self identity and awareness. We
would like to thank the EMS staff and
the Teboho Trust staff for making
this day possible. All had a great
time!

Poetry Corner:

The World of Legends

I’'m a legend a part of legacy

I’'m a legend a piece of creation

I’'m a legend a giant step to freedom
I’'m a legend a prayer for all mankind
I’'m a legend a king of nations

I’'m a legend a cupid for all hearts
I’'m a legend a mother & father of all
I’'m a legend a time traveler

I’'m a legend another human form

The world of legends will forever be
in the depth of one’s soul

Thabiso Maesela
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Meet Mr. Sylvester Ezenagu
(One of Teboho Trust’'s Catalysts)

Mr. Sylvester Ezenagu, born and
raised in Nigeria, did his primary and
secondary schooling in the east part
of the country. He studied economics
in the University of Calabar where he
earned a B.S. degree in economics.
He came

to South

Africa in

May

2008.

Upon his

arrival,

he has

been

volunteer

ing with

Teboho

Trust

where he

helps in

teaching

math literacy for grades 10-12;
English and life orientation for the
junior primary learners. He also
volunteers and helps out in the office
with administrative tasks. He has
helped a lot of our learner’s through
academics. He is like an uncle to
the younger boys as he always gives
his time to explain situations that
they share together. We are truly
grateful in Teboho Trust to have a
man from another country coming to
give his time, experience and love to
others. Mr. Sylvester Enzenagu you
are a legend in the making. They
say the general cannot go to war
alone but he needs his soldiers to
fight the battles to save a nation.
Well with people of such caliber we



can help a lot of young people to 84 9 &7
reach out to achieve their dreams

and pull through the pitfalls facing We'd love to hear from you. Send
our children / teens in Soweto. us a message to the children /
teens

We would also like to thank the

following people for giving their time

to volunteer. Louise Bick; Noxolo

Ntombela; Maria Kurian; Barry

Budler; Suhail Karim; Garyn Rapson;

Gregory Whittaker; Gizelle Boyce;

Anne Daniel; Laeeqga Soobedaar; Please Donate Today
Lungalomzi Zondo; Prelisha Singh;

Tshabalala Mosa; Thando Maisela;

Jacquie Clark and Frances.Hobden
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